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Speak to the children of Israel,
and say to them

that they shall make fringes on the corners of their garments,
throughout their generations. . . .

Speak to the children of Israel—Help the people to understand the consequences of ignoring
the mitzvot, so they will want to take pains to remember them, and so they will recognize
the need for practical reminders (S.R. Hirsch). And say to them that they shall make fringes
on the corners of their garments—One interpretation of why fringes ( œ̂̇ Èœ̂ ) are so called is
because, as with “looking through [ıÈœˆÕÓ] the lattice [ÌÈœkTÀÁ]” (or openings), in the Song of
Songs (2:9), the reference is to the verse (Num. 15:40), “that you may look upon it and
remember all the commandments of Adonai” (Rashi). Throughout their generations—The
Torah, the plan and pillar of creation, shall sustain and be sustained eternally by those who
dedicate themselves to create openings (ÌÈœkTÀÁ) through which their fellow Jews look to the
mitzvot and do them.

* Bamidbar 15:38 (in Shlach)
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