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And you shall therefore keep My statutes and My ordinances,
which if a person does them
shall live in them:
| am Adonai.

And you shall therefore—Because you are to be holy to Mg, you shall not follow the corrupt
practices of the Egyptians or assimilate with the Canaanites (18:3), lest you bring down upon
yourselves the same judgments they suffered. Keep My statutes and My ordinances— You
shall “study with intention to practice” (S.R. Hirsch) those of My mitzvot which are compre-
hensible to you in their purpose and those which are not, “keeping” and “doing” both
(Rashi). Which if a person does them shall live in them—In doing them you shall remain
within a community of living faith, fully alive in the purpose and well-being they lend to the
life of the people, and never suffering mortal danger or death because of them (Yoma 88b). |
am Adonai—Thus you shall remain aligned eternally with the divine purposes of your ineffable
Creator

* Leviticus 18:5 (in Aharei Mot)
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