YOU SHALL OBSERVE*
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And you shall observe the unleavened bread; for on this very same day
| brought out your hosts from the land of Egypt;
therefore you shall observe this day
throughout your generations, an ordinance for ever.

And you shall observe the unleavened bread—“Do not read hamatzot [unleavened bread] but
hamitzvot [the commandmentsl—just as one may not leaven unleavened bread, so one may
not leaven [delay doingl a commandment, but if it comes to your hand, do it immediately”
(Rashi in the name of R’ Josiah). For on this very same day | brought out your hosts from the
land of Egypt—It was not our own doing but the work of almighty God that liberated us
from slavery and degradation, and thus we are bound in conscience to repay our obligation.
Therefore you shall observe this day throughout your generations, an ordinance for ever—Since
we and every generation are the direct beneficiaries of the Exodus, we are recipients not
only of the divine gift of living free but the holy obligation to create freedom; that is, the
matza symbolizes the nexus of “having attained our freedom through God, with . . . our
belonging to God. . . .” (S.R. Hirsch, 12:18); and thus we have been given our freedom to
create a community with God in which doing the commandments leads to a world of righ-
teousness, truth, justice, freedom, peace, and kindness, not only for ourselves but for our
children and our children’s children.

* Exodus 12:17 (in Shemini maftir portion)
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